
Old Hickory Solar, a solar energy project located in Mitchell 
County, Georgia, will generate approximately 260 megawatts 
(MW) of cost-effective and reliable energy for Georgia Power's 
grid.
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Benefitting Mitchell County

• We work with landowners and local experts to preserve and 
protect the land where projects are sited, utilizing native and 
naturalized, drought-tolerant plants and trees as much as 
possible to maintain the look and feel of the landscape.

• Old Hickory Solar will deliver long-term economic benefits to the 
area throughout the life of the project through direct landowner 
payments and approximately $37.47 million*  in tax payments to 
Mitchell County Schools  (K-12) and Mitchell County. The  project 
will provide an additional economic boost to local businesses 
during construction.

• We strive to work with local businesses, vendors, and 
organizations throughout the life of the project. The estimated 
150* jobs supported during construction will be sourced locally 
as possible.

* Numbers are preliminary estimates and subject to change
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Project Area Map

The Old Hickory Solar project is located northeast of Baconton, near the intersection 
of Gravel Hill Road and Shady Road. This project will be located on privately owned 
land with a vegetative buffer where practicable.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

How do you choose a location for a solar 
project?
Pine Gate looks for dry, flat land close to the existing utility 
transmission grid – the high voltage power lines that transport 
bulk power. After selecting a potential site, subject matter 
experts must determine that the electricity grid in an area can 
collect and distribute the new power generated from a proposed 
solar project and that the site is viable through engineering and 
environmental reviews.

Do solar projects affect property values?
Studies across the country on the impact of solar projects on 
neighbors indicate very small or no impact on the value of 
adjacent properties. Pine Gate has commissioned extensive 
studies based on a “matched pair appraisal analysis” to 
understand any potential property value impacts from our 
projects. Each study has shown that solar projects have no 
statistically significant impact on neighboring property 
values. Solar projects do not impact property values because 
solar is quiet, visual impact is minimal, and once in operation, 
solar projects do not bring traffic.

What will the project look like when 
constructed?
Our solar projects are set back from the property line. On many 
projects, we rely on existing vegetation, or plant trees and shrubs 
between the property line and the facility, to create a natural 
visual buffer. We often use native plants that benefit 
wildlife. Where local regulations allow, the solar project will be 
surrounded by a wildlife-friendly fence that allows small animals 
to pass. Throughout the development process, Pine Gate listens 
to local feedback and can tailor the look and feel of the project to 
best fit the site and community needs.

Are solar panels safe? 
Yes, solar panels are safe. The panels themselves are sealed and 
made mostly of everyday materials such as glass, sand, 
aluminum, and copper. Other materials are very limited and 
sealed inside the panels.

Is the solar project noisy?
Once operational, the solar project will emit virtually no noise 
outside of the project footprint. What little noise may be heard is 
from inverters, the equipment that converts the electricity from 
the panels from direct current (DC) to alternating current (AC) 
before it goes onto the power grid. During construction, some 
construction noise is inevitable, like any other construction 
activity.

How does Pine Gate minimize impact to 
land and wildlife?
With more than 100 operating sites across the U.S., Pine Gate 
Renewables respects the unique landscape, environmental 
permitting and compliance considerations of each community 
where projects are located. Our sites are developed and operated 
using best management practices for minimizing impacts to land, 
aquatic resources, species and habitat biodiversity, and 
vegetation management, while abiding by all local and state 
permitting requirements.

How does this project help the 
community?
Project tax payments and direct payments to landowners are 
direct investments in the community. The local government 
decides how tax dollars are spent. When we develop our solar 
projects, we’re not just focused on development and 
construction – we actively seek ways to contribute to local 
communities. In addition to creating jobs, property tax revenue, 
and locally sourced energy, we want to make a positive impact 
through the local community partnerships.

What happens at the end of the lease 
period?
After the life span of a solar project, the project will be 
decommissioned, or retired and deconstructed. The panels and 
other non-utility owned infrastructure will be removed, and the 
site will be restored to its previous condition or otherwise 
compliant with landowner requests and state and local 
regulations.

What happens if there is a fire, a weather 
event or there is damage to the site? How 
quickly do you get it resolved?
Safety is our top priority. We monitor our projects remotely 
24/7/365, and while the panels are designed to be weather-
resistant, we identify and replace any that are damaged by severe 
weather. Through our operational control center, the company 
gets real-time alerts if a piece of equipment goes offline, and we 
respond immediately.
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